Weather & Court Closure Policy
Template – [Club Name]
Policy Owner: [Committee / Operations Manager]
Effective Date: [DD/MM/YYYY]

1. Purpose The purpose of this policy is to:
· Protect the safety of players, coaches, officials, and spectators
· Prevent damage to club courts and facilities
· Provide clear, consistent decision-making during weather-related events
· Ensure timely and transparent communication with members

2. ScopeThis policy applies to:
· All members, visitors, coaches, volunteers, and staff
· All club courts (hard, clay, grass, artificial, etc.)
· All programmes including casual play, coaching, competitions, tournaments, and club events

3. Responsibility for Court Closure Decisions
Court closure decisions will be made by one or more of the following (as applicable):
[Club Manager / Facility Manager]
[Committee Representative]
[Head Coach]
[Caretaker / Groundskeeper]
Where possible, decisions will be made well in advance; however, changing conditions may require immediate action.

4. Weather Conditions Requiring Court Closure Courts may be closed due to any of the following:
4.1 Rain & Wet Conditions
· Active rainfall
· Standing water or puddles on courts
· Slippery surfaces
· Risk of surface damage (especially clay or grass courts)
4.2 Severe Weather
· Thunderstorms or lightning
· Strong winds that impact safety or play
· Flooding or storm damage
· Hail or extreme weather warnings
4.3 Excessive Heat
· Courts may be closed or play modified when temperatures or conditions pose a health risk, including:
· Extreme heat forecasts
· Heat stress risk due to high humidity
· Guidance from national or regional sporting authorities

5. Court-Specific Considerations
Different court surfaces respond differently to weather:
Hard Courts: May remain closed if slippery, ponding occurs, or heat poses safety concerns
Clay Courts: Must remain closed until fully playable to prevent surface damage
Grass Courts: Typically closed during wet or very soft conditions
Artificial Surfaces: Subject to slipperiness, drainage, and manufacturer guidelines

6. Communication of Court Closures
The club will communicate closures via:
[Club website]
[Facebook / social media]
[Club app or booking system]
[Email or text alerts, if applicable]
Notices posted at the club (where possible)

Members are responsible for checking official communication channels before attending.

7. Bookings, Coaching & Competitions
7.1 Court Bookings
Bookings during closure periods are automatically void. No penalties will apply for weather-related cancellations

7.2 Coaching & Programmes
Coaches may cancel or modify sessions based on conditions. Parents/players should monitor communication channels for updates

7.3 Competitions & Events
Match play may be delayed, rescheduled, or cancelled
Competition organisers will advise teams and players as soon as practicable

8. Reopening Courts. Courts will reopen when:
· Conditions are deemed safe
· Courts are dry, stable, and playable
· Surface inspections are completed where required
· Courts must not be used until officially reopened.

9. Member Responsibilities
Members must:
· Respect closure notices and barriers
· Avoid entering closed courts under any circumstances
· Help protect club facilities by reporting unsafe conditions
· Follow instructions from club staff, coaches, or officials
Failure to comply may result in disciplinary action under club rules.

10. Policy Review This policy will be reviewed: [Annually / Bi-annually/after weather events]

